
Writing  
Teaching and Learning Expectations  

Expectation Example 
 

Intent 
 

 At Warbstow Primary Academy we aim for all of our children to be able to 
confidently write for a range of purposes. We encourage and enable our children 
to be motivated and independent writers, who enjoy writing for a range of 
purposes and audiences. We want children to acquire a wide vocabulary, a solid 
understanding of grammar and be able to spell using phonics, spelling patterns 
and rules that they have learnt. We want all children to take pride in the 
presentation of their writing and aim for all children to have fluent, joined 
handwriting by the end of KS2. We recognise that good writers need time to 
refine and edit their work and so teach children to identify areas within their own 
writing to improve to ensure that editing is effective. 
 

Curriculum Overview 
 

 
The children begin their writing journey with ‘Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle’. 
Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle is an early writing program which incorporates dance, 
music and large movements to help children develop the fine muscle control they 
need for writing.  
 
Why Drawing Club? 
To excite children with the magic world of tales and story, whilst enriching their 
language skills, developing their fine motor skills and into a love of writing. It 
immerses children into a world full of imagination where anything can happen and 
it often does. It develops a wide range of skills across the whole curriculum, 
particularly focusing on making conversations, mark making and mathematics.  
Children’s creative streaks are enhanced as well as their ability to share ideas and 
skills. It provides an age-appropriate approach that is highly engaging. 
 

 
 
The Sentence Pattern Building Unit is a dynamic and engaging resource designed 
to support language development in children, particularly those who may struggle 
with sentence structure and building coherent sentences. 
What’s included: 
Sentence Pattern Building Cards: These visually stimulating cards guide students 
through the process of constructing sentences step-by-step, ensuring a solid 
understanding of sentence structure. 



Comprehensive Lesson Plans: Detailed lesson plans are provided, linking visual 
literacy activities and books, to reinforce learning and providing clear guidance for 
educators. Each plan is designed to be flexible, catering to various learning needs 
and abilities. 
 
Grammarsaurus unit guides are designed to support teachers in creating a 
bespoke learning journey for their children. Each step of the journey has its 
purpose outlined along with recommendations. Following that, the structure of the 
step is detailed in an easy-to-follow sequence. 
 
We use the unit guides to support with our unique writing process. Each stage is 
clearly identified on the slides we use to deliver the unit.  

 
Curriculum 
Progression 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Marking Ladder 
 

                                                                     Tuesday 24
th

 June 

Earhart 

Evacuee’s Journey 

Diary Recount 

 

 

WALT: commas in a list            WALT: use colons and commas in a list 

Focus Feedback 

Y4 I can use commas in a list  

Y5/6 I can use colons and commas in a list  

 

Book Presentation 
and  
Handwriting 
 

Every lesson has a marking ladder.  
Our English writing books have the Morrells lines to support accurate 
transcription.  
Every child has a daily handwriting session, using the Morrells handwriting books. 

 
 

 
 

Vocabulary Key feature in every lesson. 
 



 

Spelling In EYFS/KS1 spelling is taught through daily RWI Phonics. After completing RWI, 
the children move on to daily Grammarsaurus spelling lessons which focus on 
morphology.  
 

 
 

SPAG SPaG is taught within the Unit Guides/Writing Process and skills are applied to 
their independent writing. From September, children from Year 1 upwards will 
complete ‘The place value of punctuation and Grammar’ at the start of the year. 
 

 
 

Assessment Retrieval at the start of each lesson. 
AfL within lessons. 
Diagnostic tasks throughout each writing unit.  
Independent write at the end of each unit. Assessed using the Aspire Writing 
Grids.  
 

Displays Each class has an English working wall.  
 

Marking 
 

•  Incorrect answer – requires attention  

         Correct answer, an achieved learning objective  

WS  The work has been supported by a teacher and/or Teaching 
Assistant  

success  Highlights where a pupil has been successful  

  
Indicates a next step  

sed  A spelling mistake to be acted upon.  Misspelt words are 
identified according to teacher knowledge of the pupil with 
the expectation that words from the 100 HFW lists are 
beings spelt correctly, according to age  

 

SEND and 
curriculum 
adaptation 

If a child has an IPM and a target is linked to writing, appropriate adaptations 
should be clear and help children to achieve their best possible outcomes. 
The appropriate handwriting book has been choosen for each child to match their 
needs.  
Morrells lined books are used in either wide or narrow lines as appropriate.  


